
MADAGASCAR OR PURPLE RUBBER VINE (Cryptostegia madagascariensis) is 

very similar to rubber vine  (Cryptostegia grandiflora ), and both are native to Madagascar 

(see separate fact sheet for rubber vine). Madagascar/purple rubber vine is native to the 

western regions of that country. It may grow as an ornamental and multi-stemmed shrub 

that reaches 2-3 metres high, or it may grow as a climber with whip-like stems, each bear-

ing  wart-like lenticels (i), that can climb several metres high into the tree canopy. The 

elliptical leaves are dark green and glossy (ii), up to 10 cm long and 5 cm wide. The mid-

ribs and petioles of the leaves are white to yellow on both young and mature plants. Vines 

bear attractive, trumpet-shaped, bright pink or purple flowers with five petals (iii) during 

summer. These are between 3-6 cm long, and are followed by green follicles (fruit) up to 

10 cm long that occur in opposing pairs (iv). When ripe, the follicles become brown and 

dehisce to reveal as many as 800 papillose (hairy) seeds. Since the vine is regarded as a 

weed in South Africa, it must be controlled and further cultivation of the plant is prohibited.  

 

THE PROBLEM 

Madagascar/purple rubber vine is regarded as invasive in parts of North and South Ameri-

ca, as well as in Australia. The vine was brought into South Africa as a garden ornamen-

tal, but has since escaped cultivation to become naturalised in the tropical parts of the 

country, and is potentially invasive in other areas. The vine has been observed along wa-

tercourses and on disturbed land in suburban areas. The vine’s scrambling habit causes it 

to smother indigenous plants, choke waterways, and reduce grazing land. In addition, the 

vine exudes a poisonous, milky sap that is known to kill livestock and other animals that 

feed on the plant. As mentioned, vines produce as many as 800 seeds per follicle. Most of 

these are viable and germinate readily, especially in damp areas. They are dispersed by 

wind and water, or spread by birds and other animals, vehicles and farm machinery. An 

additional concern is that the two different species of this vine, C. madagascariensis and 

C. grandiflora, may cross-breed in areas where they occur together. 

 

THE SOLUTION 

Unfortunately, since no herbicide has been registered for use against this vine in South 

Africa, infestations can only be controlled mechanically or by burning. Unless the infesta-

tion is small, mechanical control is chiefly used to penetrate dense invasions that can then 

be controlled by burning. Fire is a relatively inexpensive control method that will even kill 

green plants, as well as any surrounding seeds and seedlings.  However, both methods 

are labour intensive and require regular follow-up treatments. The only likely and sustaina-

ble method of controlling the vines’ vigour and spread, may be biological control. But, at 

this stage, no biocontrol agents have been identified that may help curb the spread of this 

vine in South Africa.  

Compiled by: Lin Sztab and Lesley Henderson (2015) © ARC  
Plant Protection Research Institute 

 infoweeds@arc.agric.za 

ARC-PPRI FACT SHEETS ON INVASIVE ALIEN PLANTS  
AND THEIR CONTROL IN SOUTH AFRICA 

www.arc.agric.za 

i 

ii 

iii 

iv 


